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in the welter of things that perplex them now" (Congres Inter-
national Des Sciences Anthropologiques et Ethnologiques, 1934,
pp. 220-21). Is this picture any different from what has been the
case in the West? The racial factor does not seem to have prevented
the "westernization'* of the Negroes referred to. The cause for
the changes are, according to Mr. Groves, economic. Similar
economic causes have brought about similar social situations,
whether the people concerned be "Whites or Negroes, Christians
or pagans. Neither race nor religion nor previous cultural status
has determined the course of cultural evolution as economic
innovations have. And these economic innovations have no
restricted culture area but have the whole world as one such area.

The foregoing examination of the evidence that Mr. Pitt-Rivers
himself advances lends no support to his theory of the correlation
of race and culture. As a matter of fact, he was really contending
that certain culture-forms of certain Natives were better intrinsic-
ally than the substitutes offered by the Whites to them, and that,
therefore, they should not be suppressed by the White overlords.
For instance, the "absence of bodily self-consciousness" and
"openness and joyfol acceptance in sexual matters*' was better than
the Christian sense of the "sinfulness of the flesh" and of "flesh-
consciousness"; nudity or minimum clothing was better in the
tropical summer than heavy clothes; fresh food was better than
tinned and preserved food. Polygamy was better than monogamy:
"We may not unreasonably find an indication of this in the patent
fact that sex antagonism is most acute in monogamous and least
in polygamous communities** (ibid., p. 129). Under a polygamous
system "the finest types were thus constantly recruited from their
own finer stock, while the whole community was constantly being
recruited from its best elements or from above rather than from
below, after the stupid and dysgenic method of our own civilized
society which rewards the ability to rise in the social scale with
sterility" (ibid., p. 134). As regards property, "this healthy asso-
ciation of ownership and function, so sadly absent from the
commercial and mercenary structure of modern European society,
is, in most primitive societies, accompanied by the communal use